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Facilitating Social & Emotional 
Development in Young Children
• Warm responsive care

– Birth to 1 year
• Immediately 
• Every time baby cries
• Builds a sense of trust

– 2nd year
• Reassure child with comforting voice
• Provide opportunities to explore safe environment and 

complete simple chores
• Builds a sense of trust
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Social Emotional Development and 
“school readiness”

• Social emotional development is the foundation for 
development in other domains

• S/E development is vital for
• Life-long learning
• Social skills and emotional self-regulation
• Prevention is more effective than remediation

• Attention and working memory
• Peer acceptance—school engagement
• Curiosity, creativity, persistence



• Talk builds babies’ 
brains

• Conversational turns
• Conversational turns 

are predictive of metrics 
of child outcomes

• Research indicates 
conversations are key to 
building babies’ brains

You can inform parents of young children in your care of the necessity to engage in 
conversational turns and book reading to build brains and facilitate social 
emotional development.



Literacy Mid-South

Sam O’Bryant, III
Executive Director
Literacy Mid-South



About Literacy Mid-South
● Since 1974, LMS has worked to improve the quality of life 

in Memphis and Shelby County through literacy support.

● Literacy is the skill and disposition that empowers, 
supports, and positions individuals to recognize, 
respond to, and redress conditions that deny access to 
quality life opportunities.

● “Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” -
Frederick Douglass

● Our vision is 100% literacy for the Mid-South.
○ Programs across the lifespan, supporting the whole family





Neighborhood Christian Center 

Ephie Johnson
President/CEO
Neighborhood Christian Centers, Inc.



OUR team OURstudents

OURsupport

Site-based Services
Youth Empowered to
Succeed (Y.E.S.)

Churches
foundations
Corporations
Individuals

NCC serves severely under-resourced children and youth
across 11 sites in high-crime neighborhoods acrossthe
city of Memphis. In addition to youth programming, NCC
offers holistic adult & family services and programming.
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Kandace Thomas, MPP, PhD
Executive Director
First Eight Memphis



UTHSC College of 
Med icine Norf leet  Forum  
April 12, 2024 

January 19, 2024



by focusing on

Memphis and Shelby County ECE System 

Quality AccessAlignment Advocacy & Awareness

PAGE 1





All Kids Academy

Toni M. Whitaker, MD
Professor, Developmental Pediatrics
Representing leaders from 

University of Tennessee, 
Le Bonheur, and 
University of Memphis



A Hospital-Based 
Internship Program 
for Future Educators

Sandra Cooley Nichols
Chair, Instruction & Curriculum Leadership, College of Education,
University of Memphis

Terri H. Finkel
Associate Chair, Pediatrics, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital and 
the University of Tennessee Health Science Center

Sandy Guntharp
Assistant Clinical Professor of Child Development and Family Studies,                                            
College of Professional and Liberal Studies, University of Memphis

Danielle Keeton
Senior Director Rehabilitation and Developmental Services, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital

Erin Lasley
Coordinator, Family Resource Center and All Kids Academy, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital

Jessica Liles
Director of Volunteer and Family Services, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital

John Tubbs
Program Evaluator, Methodist-Le Bonheur Community Outreach, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital

Toni M. Whitaker
Chief, Developmental Pediatrics, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital and 
the University of Tennessee Health Science Center



Early Childhood Learning and Development
PEDSACADEMY AT NEMOURS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

All Kids Academy pairs personalized learning with personalized medicine
• Harnesses the power of scale to support 

learning and development of children 
experiencing prolonged hospitalizations

• Brings together affiliated 
• University of Memphis and University 

of Tennessee Health Science Center 
(UTHSC) faculty and students,

• Le Bonheur staff and 
• Our Memphis community

• AKA launched in July 2023, funded by 
Urban Child Institute with in-kind support 
by our key stakeholders and contributions 
from UTHSC LEND program, CDC Act Early 
program, and philanthropic .............

 donors.



A Program Designed to Meet these Needs…
PEDSACADEMY AT NEMOURS CHILDREN’S HOSPITALKIDSACADEMY AT LE BONHEUR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Purpose: To nurture every child's educational potential, in 
sickness and in health

Program Goal #1: With faculty from the University of Memphis College of 
Professional and Liberal Studies, to train student interns to educate Le Bonheur 
infant, toddler, and preschool patients who are experiencing prolonged 
hospitalization 

Program Goal #2: With faculty from the University of Memphis College of 
Education, to train student interns to educate Le Bonheur kindergarten through 
3rd grade patients who are experiencing prolonged hospitalization



CDC’s Learn the Signs. Act Early.

Toni M. Whitaker, MD
Professor, Developmental Pediatrics
Act Early Ambassador to Tennessee



So Many Milestones to Celebrate!
• Monitoring milestones helps every parent and caregiver support their child’s development

• CDC’s Learn the Signs. Act Early. Milestones in Action Photo and Video Library 
     shows what each milestone looks like in real-life situations



CDC’s Milestone Materials

www.cdc.gov/ActEarly/Materials

Free Tools for Monitoring Children’s Development



LENA Start - University of Memphis

Melinda Staples 
LEND parent graduate, LENA Facilitator 
The University of Memphis

Sonja D. Randall, MALS, IMH-E®
Coordinated Effort to Enhance Development (CEED) Project Manager 
College of Professional & Liberal Studies | CDFS
The University of Memphis



• Talk builds babies’ 
brains

• Conversational turns
• Conversational turns 

are predictive of metrics 
of child outcomes

• Research indicates 
conversations are key to 
building babies’ brains

You can inform parents of young children in your care of the necessity to engage in 
conversational turns and book reading to build brains and facilitate social 
emotional development.




