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Features of the cervix













The path to cervix cancer





Educational objectives

1. Gain knowledge of the current status of prevention 

strategies in the Mid-South region & across the country.

2. Become more aware of the most updated developments in 

screening for cervix cancer.

3. Describe the impact of health care disparities on outcomes 

and potential solutions.

4. Learn about novel therapies that are changing the 

paradigm of care for women with advanced disease.









• Sweden

• 1.7 million 

• 10 to 30 yrs







• 65% drop in cervical cancer 
incidence during 2012 
through 2019 among 
women in early 20s

• 1st group to receive HPV 
vaccination series

• Foreshadows steep 
reductions in burden of 
HPV-associated cancer
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Linda Moses, MD & Marina Santa Cruz, MD

Center for HPV And Dysplasia (aka CHAD)



LEEP v CKC (Cold Knife Conization

Squamous lesions (CIN3)

Glandular lesions: (AIS – adenoca in situ)
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Survival rates are lower for Black 
patients than for White for every 
cancer type

Siegel RL, et al. Cancer statistics, 2022
CA Cancer J Clin 2022;72:7-33.









Cervix cancers require negative margins



Radical hysterectomy



• 319 patient RCT 

• Stage IA1 – IB1

• International trial





Health disparities in our region

Memphis metropolitan area 
anchors Mid-South: the very 
epicenter of disparities of care 
in the USA







The picture can't be displayed.

The picture can't be displayed.



We serve an 
inner-city 
community with 
significant 
challenges due 
to poor health 
literacy and 
high rates 
mental illness





Committee Opinion Dec 2015
Causes of health disparities in OB/GYN

1. Patient-level factors (genetics, 
environment, preferences, diet, 
medical co-morbidities, activity, 
adherence to treatment plan)

2. Health care system level factors 
(insurance status, geographic 
access to care)

3. Practitioner factors (stereotyping 
and implicit bias)
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Cervix cancers that are too big to get 
negative margins require radiation



Dosing = 4500 cGy



Big cervical cancer

• Bladder fistula = 5000 cGy

• Rectal fistula = 6000 cGy

Fact: the higher the dose of
radiation, the more curative



Advanced stage: tandem & ovoid 
brachytherapy







• 548 patients 

• Double-blind RCT

• PD-L1 CPS 1+
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